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Legal Dimensions and Arguments Related to the Doctrine of "Anticipatory
Self-Defense" in the Context of Recent Events (Ramadan War)

Mohammad Mousaei
Master's Degree in Criminal Law and Criminology

Abstract
The use of force in international law is prohibited under Article Y)f( of the UN Charter, with the sole

explicit exception being the "inherent right of self-defense" under Article o). However, the

widespread aggressions against Iran's territorial integrity and the assassination of high-ranking
officials in March Y-Y1, which led to the "Ramadan War" conflict in early, have created new
challenges to the traditional interpretation of self-defense. This article, using a descriptive-analytical

method, examines the legal status of Iran's defensive actions under the doctrine of "anticipatory
self-defense." The research findings indicate that Iran, citing "continuing aggression" and a situation

of "imminent and unavoidable threat," has based its defensive doctrine not merely on responding
to past attacks, but on neutralizing threat hubs. Within this framework, the "doctrine of the source

of the threat" analyzed as a means to explain the legitimacy of attacking belligerent bases in third
countries )which have placed their territory at the aggressor's disposal.( Drawing upon the criteria

of "necessity" and "proportionality," the article argues that Iran's actions in the Ramadan War were
a response to the failure of international institutions to halt the aggression and an effort for active
deterrence against existential threats. Ultimately, this paper concludes that Iran's practice in this

conflict challenges a broad interpretation of Article 0\ in confronting modern security threats and
emphasizes the right to self-preservation against continuous aggressions.

Keywords: Ramadan War, Anticipatory Self-Defense, Article 0\ of the UN Charter, Doctrine of the
Source of the Threat, Legitimate Defense )Self-Defense(, International Humanitarian Law
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