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Comparative Study of Violence-Against-Women Victims in the Criminal Justice
Systems of Iran and England

Maryam Saadatmand

Abstract

Violence against women, as one of the fundamental concerns of the international community,
has consistently been the focus of various legal systems. This study employs a comparative
approach to examine the protection afforded to female victims of violence within the criminal
justice systems of Iran and England. The primary research question investigates the essential
similarities and differences in criminalization, sanctions, and victim support between these
two systems. The findings indicate that England, relying on the principle of "consent" as the
central element of sexual offences, has designed a coherent structure based on protecting
individuals' sexual autonomy. In contrast, the Iranian criminal justice system, adopting an
ethics-oriented approach, designates "public chastity" as the primary objective of criminal
protection. The most significant differences are observed in the flexibility of sanctions,
mechanisms for compensating non-pecuniary damages, and the role of victim consent in the
commission of an offence. Furthermore, England has established a state compensation
system for victims of violence, whereas the Iranian system remains predominantly focused
on discretionary (ta'ziri) punishments. This research was conducted using an analytical-
comparative method and library-based sources.

Keywords: Sexual Violence, Iranian Criminal Justice System, English Criminal Justice
System, Victim Protection, Consent.



