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State Responsibility in Realizing Population Youthfulness Policies: A Study of the
Foundations of Imamiyyah Jurisprudence and Iranian Public Law

Abstract

The decline in fertility rates and the gradual transition of Iran’s population structure toward an
aging society constitute one of the most significant strategic challenges facing the Islamic
Republic of Iran in recent decades. This demographic transformation, in addition to its
economic consequences, has far-reaching implications for national security, the social welfare
system, the labor market, and sustainable development. In response to this situation, the
General Population Policies issued by the Supreme Leader in ¥+ ) £, followed by the enactment
of the Law on the Protection of the Family and the Promotion of Population Youthfulness by
the Islamic Consultative Assembly in ¥+ Y ). Nevertheless, achieving the objectives of this law
requires the government to undertake extensive responsibilities in economic, social, cultural,
and legal dimensions.

This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology and relies on library-based sources
to examine the government's responsibility in implementing population youthfulness policies
from the perspectives of Imamiyyah (Shi'a) jurisprudence and Iranian public law. The findings
indicate that governmental responsibility is not merely derived from ordinary legislation;
rather, it is grounded in well-established jurisprudential principles such as the rule of no harm
(La Darar), the principle of the negation of hardship (Nafy al- ‘Usr wa al-Haraj), the principle
of preserving the social order (Hifz al-Nizam), the principle of public interest (Maslahah), and
the doctrine of the guardianship of the Islamic ruler (Wilayat al-Hakim al-Islami).
Furthermore, Articles ¥, Y+, Y+, Y), Y4 and ¢Y of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Iran impose obligations upon the government to support the family institution, remove
economic barriers to marriage and childbearing, and ensure public welfare.

The study concludes that the primary challenge lies not in the lack of legal provisions, but
rather in the ineffective implementation of existing laws, the absence of efficient enforcement
mechanisms, and insufficient coordination among executive institutions. Therefore, the
successful realization of population youthfulness policies requires strengthening executive
guarantees, enhancing inter-agency cooperation, and adopting comprehensive supportive
measures for families and childbearing.
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